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Troop 219 Informational Handout 
(www.troop219.org) 

• Mackinac Island Scout Service Troop 2010. 
 Mr. Marshall, the Scoutmaster for this Troop sent us an email that the dates for 2010 are May 31 through June 5, 2010.  
Applications and additional information and the Training Schedule have been established and the information is available at 
www.misst127.com  or through our Troop website.  Mr. Zimbler-Head Chef, Mr. Miller-Sous Chef and Mr. Hussar-Health Officer will be 
three of the 8 adults in attendance.  Please see me for an application or information if you may be interested and cannot get the 
information from the websites listed.  MISST 127 meetings begin in February and you must attend all meetings and training sessions or 
make arrangements ahead of time with Mr. Marshall. 
 There is an Information Meeting on Wednesday, January 27, 2010 beginning at 7:15 P.M. for any Scout who 
might be interested in becoming a member of MISST127 for 2010.  A Parent/Guardian must attend this meeting with 
each Scout.  The meeting will be held at Trinity United Methodist Church, 1310 N. Main St., Lapeer.  This is across from 
Lapeer General Hospital.  Main Street is M-24 running north and south through Lapeer. 

• New Horizons District Swim Program-rescheduled date 
The third and final session of the New Horizons District Swim Program was canceled due to the closure of the 

Grand Blanc Public Schools-snow day.  If you are working on the Swimming or Lifesaving Merit Badges this will be your 
last opportunity-during this program-to complete it.  THE MAKEUP DATE IS THIS FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2010. 
 
• Star Seminar 
 The next Star Seminar will be held on Thursday, January 28, 2010.  You must call the Council Service Center at 
810-235-2531 to make a reservation and a parent/guardian must attend with you. 
 
• Troop Committee Meetings Schedule Update 

This is an update to the Troop Committee Meeting dates.  Due to the involvement of Mr. Miller, Mr. Zimbler and 
myself with the Mackinac Island Scout Service Troop the Committee Meetings are being reschedule and the updated 
schedule for committee meetings is: Thursday, February 18, Thursday, March 18, Thursday, April 15 and Thursday, May 
20, 2010.They will be held in a classroomin the upper level of the church and start promptly at 7:00 P.M.  Parents are 
always invited, and encouraged, to attend these meetings. 
 
• Bluespring Caverns Overnight Adventure  
There is a four page addition to this handout with all of the details on the trip to Bluespring Caverns in Bedford, Indiana.  
Your completed paperwork and payment MUST BE turned in by Monday, March 1, 2010. 
 
• Snow Snake for Snowtubing and Camp Rotary for Cabin and Electronic Campout  
 Your Permission Slip and payment for this activity should have been turned in this evening, Monday, January 25, 
2010.  You may still turn it in on Monday, February 1, 2010 but none will be accepted after that date.  This will take place 
on Friday, February 19-Sunday, February 21, 2010.  We will meet at Fenton Collision at 5:30 P.M. and depart for Clare, 
Michigan, at 6:00 P.M.  YOU MUST HAVE DINNER BEFORE WE DEPART FOR CAMP ROTARY.   We will return to 
Fenton Collision at approximately 1:00 P.M. on Sunday afternoon.  The cost for the cabin campout is $30.00 for the 
rental of the cabin and your meals.  After breakfast on Saturday we will depart for the tubing part of our agenda.  Tubing 
is open from 10 A.M. until noon or 5 P.M. until 10:00 P.M. We are scheduled for the two hour morning session.  The cost 
for tubing was not included in the cabin and food costs.  TUBING COST IS $10 FOR ONE HOUR OR $17.00 FOR TWO 
HOURS. 

We will return to the cabin at noon for lunch and then some orienteering exercises and games.  Camp Rotary has 
some good compass courses already set up for the use of campers.  Dinner will be at 5:30 P.M. and the games portion of 
our agenda will take place from 6:30-11 P.M.  You may bring whatever games you wish, either electronic or board or 
card as long as they are appropriate for a Scout function.  We will go over clothing and other equipment needs in 
February. 

The Permission Slip and Health Form is attached and must be returned with your payment on Monday, January 
25, 2010. 
 
• New Horizons District Pinewood Derby Finals Concession Stand and Car Stands 
 The New Horizons District Pinewood Derby Finals will be held at Lake Fenton High School on Saturday, February 
27, 2010.  We have sold 1-car, 2-car, 3-car and 4-car display stands as a fund raiser for our Troop.  We also run a 
concession stand throughout the day.  Help will be needed that Saturday with some set-up, car stand assembly and 
staffing the concession stand and car sales table.    
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• Scout Sunday Church Service and Pancake Breakfast: Sunday, February 7, 2010-Scout 
Sunday.     

The twelfth point of the Scout Law is “A Scout is Reverent”. 
Being reverent means many things but within the Boy Scouts it starts with a personal belief in God and a strong 

respect for the religious beliefs of others.  Our troop is sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church of Fenton although it 
is believed that only a very small minority of our troop membership actually belongs to or attends worship services there.  
This year, on Scout Sunday, February 7, 2010, we will have an opportunity to live up to the twelfth point of the Scout 
Law in the following way:  Early in the morning we will hold a pancake breakfast at the church.  Scouts will cook, serve 
and clean up (and you will be fed also).  After that we’ll attend the 11:00 A.M. Service upstairs and then serve another 
meal after the service.  We will begin serving at 8:00 A.M. for those people attending the 9:00 A.M. service and then 
cleaning up and getting reset for the 11:00 A.M. Service.  We will keep the grill open until 10:30 A.M. for anyone who 
wishes to eat after the first service, for those who arrive for the 10:00 A.M. adult bible study and also for any members 
who might like breakfast before the 11:00 A.M. service.   

All Scouts are invited to attend the 11:00 A.M. service, in full uniform.  You might make whatever 
arrangements you need to fulfill your own, different religious responsibilities either beforehand or afterward, IF attending 
this service does not fulfill your personal devotional requirements.  Because of the importance of this particular point of 
the Scout Law as well as the importance of showing appreciation to our sponsoring organization I will weigh participation 
in this particular activity heavily in considering the “scout spirit” advancement requirement for all ranks.  
• Order of the Arrow Elections 
 The OA Elections team came in on Monday, January 25, 2010 and showed some videos and then conducted our 
election for new Ordeal Candidates.  

If you were elected you will find out at our Court of Honor on Monday, March 29 that you are an Ordeal 
Candidate.  You will then have two opportunities to seal your membership into the Order of the Arrow.  The Spring 
Conclave will be held on the weekend of May 21-23, 2010 at Camp Tapico and the Fall Conclave will be held on the 
weekend of August 20-22, 2010 at Camp Holaka.   

       Michael L. Hussar, Scoutmaster 
Boy Scout Troop 219 
Email: Scoutmaster@Troop219.org 
810-629-1172 (home)   
810-569-4091 (cell) 
 

 



Troop 219  
Bluespring Cavern Overnight Adventure 

March 20th through March 21st, 2010 
PERMISSION SLIP & HEALTH FORM 

(return IMMEDIATELY.  Full payment is due by Monday, March 1, 2010) 
cost will be $65 including admission, transportation and meals 

 
NOTE:  We have 20 slots reserved with a non-refundable deposit, and we MIGHT NOT be able to increase this 

number.  So sign up early – the first 20 slots are first come, first served and as available thereafter.   
This trip could be cancelled if sufficient numbers do not sign up by 03/01/2010.   

DON’T WAIT, RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY!!! 
 

Adult or 
REGISTRATION:   Scout’s Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Method of Payment:    Troop Account  __________________ 
      Check (# and amt)  __________________ 
      Cash   __________________ 
 
 
__________________________________has my permission to participate in the troop overnight at Bluespring 
                    (name) 

Caverns in Bedford, Indiana on Saturday, March 20, 2010 and Sunday March 21, 2010.  Note that Bedford, 
Indiana is approximately 30 minutes south of Bloomington, about a 7 hour drive each way.  Bluespring Caverns 
ALSO has it’s own permission slip which is separately required in addition to this form. 
 
Gather at the church by 8:30AM Saturday morning March 20, 2010 immediately following Scouting for 
Food Bag Dropoff.    Pickup at the church approximately 3:30 PM Sunday afternoon.  Parents are invited 
to attend – drivers will be needed. 
 
In case of emergency, notify: 

Name:  Relationship:  

Address:  
Primary 
Phone: 

(          ) Alternate 
Phone: 

(          ) 

Physician 
Name: 

 Physician 
Phone: 

(          ) 

Health Insurance 
Company: 

 Policy 
Number: 

 

 
 

  This scout takes no medications and has no known allergies.  
  This scout takes medication or has allergies as follows:  (Attach additional pages if necessary 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The health information contained herein is correct so far as I know and the person herein described has permission to engage in all 
prescribed activities, except as noted above.  In the event I cannot be reached in an emergency, I hereby give permission to the medical 
provider selected by a designated representative of Troop 219, Boy Scouts of America to authorize emergency medical or surgical 
treatment, routine non-surgical medical care, hospitalize, secure proper anesthesia, or to order injection(s) for my child.  The person herein 
described is in good health, has all required immunizations current, and I assume the health responsibility for the individual. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature Parent/Guardian Signature 

X X 
Print Name Date Print Name Date 

 



Bluespring Caverns Overnight Adventure 
March 20-21, 2010 

 
It’s 412 miles and a seven (7) hour drive to the caves just outside Bedford, Indiana - 
traffic and weather cooperating; plus we need time for dinner once we get there.  I want 
to leave Fenton at 8:30AM.  I’d rather have some extra time at the destination, than be 
rushed or late. 
 
We’ll meet at the church no later than 8:15AM, and leave by 8:30AM. 
 
A list of gear and preparation advice is on the reverse.  Pay particular attention to the 
clothing needs.  Scout uniforms are expensive and can be damaged on this trip. 
 
We’ll stop at a rest area for lunch on the way south (4-5 miles south of exit 96 just south 
of Ft Wayne, IN).  There’ll be no opportunity to buy lunch on the trip south, so you must 
bring a sack lunch with you.  While there may be vending machines for a drink or a 
snack, I suggest that you be prepared and have these with you as well.  Eating in the 
car is the decision of each individual driver – do not assume that you’ll be allowed to eat 
in the car you ride in.  Bring something to do in the car, eg: walkmen, gameboys, books, 
homework, etc.  Bring headphones for anything that makes any kind of noise.  You’ll 
leave them in the car at the cave, but 14 hours in the car is a lllllooonnngggg time.  
Each driver will control the sound levels, sound content and climate within their 
respective vehicle. 
 
We do not travel in convoy.  Individual cars may travel together but we will not be 
focused on keeping the cars together.  Cell phone numbers will be shared among the 
drivers – my cell phone number is 810-845-8665 and it should work pretty much the 
whole way down.  Every car will receive a full set of overview and detail maps of the trip.  
Because of the long distance involved, the activity cost includes an allowance for 
transportation that will not cover the entire cost of gasoline for a car.  Drivers who 
participate in the overall transportation plan (2 drivers per vehicle plus Scouts to 
capacity) will receive a gasoline subsidy. 
 
We’ll stop and re-group during the trip south as follows: (a) lunch, just south of Ft 
Wayne,  (b) immediately after exiting I-465/I74 at IN-37 on the south side of Indianapolis 
(at the northwest corner of IN-37 & Thompson Rd); and (c) for dinner in Bedford, near 
the cave.  We’ll eat dinner at the Golden Corral buffet restaurant – we’ll have a group 
reservation and the cost is included in the activity fee.  Breakfast is provided in the cave.  
Sunday lunch is also included in the activity fee.  Each driver will be given an allotment 
of money for the boys in their car and cars will be free to eat lunch when and where 
each car chooses.    Re-grouping stops for the trip north will be determined on Sunday 
morning. 
 
We should return to Fenton between 4PM and 5PM on Sunday.  We’ll return to the 
church for pickup.  I’ll make sure that the church is open for bathrooms before we leave 
and when we arrive.  The cave has flush toilets (separate men’s & women’s) they’re not 
fancy but they work.  NEW, the cave now has bunk beds.  Each car will decide on rest 
breaks on the way down. 
 
 



Bluespring Caverns Overnight Adventure 
Equipment List 

 
There is no weather inside the cave, and the temperature is a constant 55oF. 
 
Often it’s warm in Bedford Indiana when we stopped for dinner, but it will be chilly in Fenton.  
Wear and bring appropriate outerwear, but you will probably leave heavy coats in the cars.  
Other than a light jacket or fleece, outerwear should be unnecessary inside the cave. 
 
WE TRAVEL IN CLASS A UNIFORM, both to and from the caves.  Only unregistered adults 
and siblings are exempt.  It is VITAL that, in addition to your uniform, you bring a set of clothes 
that you do not mind getting VERY wet and muddy, and a plastic bag to pack them in once they 
become very wet and muddy. 
 

1) WEAR your Class A, full Scout uniform (scout shirt, pants, belt, socks, neckerchief, hat).  
– both down to and home from the cave.  Bring a change of underwear and socks. 

2) PACK one complete set of clothing, including shoes, socks, pants, shirt, underwear, etc. 
that you do not mind getting wet and completely filthy.  This should include a couple of 
layers and a sweatshirt, or coveralls.  Bring a plastic bag that can hold these clothes when 
you change out of them. 

3) OPTIONAL, you may bring another, third set of clothing to wear Saturday evening; I’ll 
be bringing sweats & slippers.   

4) A pillow, pajamas or other sleep clothing, toothbrush, towel & other toilet articles. 

5) A FLASHLIGHT, preferably one that is waterproof.  A light that straps to your forehead 
and requires no hands is ideal, either as your primary or as a secondary light. 

6) A sleeping bag, or enough blankets to create a sleeping bag from (3).  If you bring 
blankets, bring blanket pins as well.  It will be 55o overnight. 
DO NOT bring a cot, an air bed or air mattress or ground pad the cave provides bunks. 

7) A sack lunch for Saturday. 

8) A camera (but not a good one).  You WILL need flash! 

9) Money for souvenirs or extra food.  There is a snack bar in the cave, and a souvenir shop 
above ground.  Neither was a terrible rip-off in prior years. 

 
Pack lightly – there is not a lot of room for gear in the vehicles.  DO NOT pack your gear in 
rigid plastic containers or footlockers – bring soft sided duffle bag type containers for your gear.  
DO NOT BRING MORE THAN YOU NEED.  A day pack (haversack) will work well for your 
lunch and anything else you have for the ride.  LABEL EVERYTHING!!!! 
 
This trip is an awesome experience.  Plan to have a great time. 



                                                                  
 
A unique event for scouts & other youth groups! 
 
Come join us this winter for a unique winter camping experience - one hundred feet underground!  Explore 
America's longest underground river by boat; then walk, crawl, and climb through an undeveloped part of the 
Caverns not seen on our regular tours. Camp overnight in Canyon Hall, high above the hidden banks of Myst'ry 
River. 
 
Bluespring Caverns' "Overnight Adventure" is a program specially designed for youth ages 9 to 16. We hope to 
permit each participant to experience and enjoy the "living cave". 
 

The Program 
 Enter the cave at 7PM EST for campsites in Canyon Hall. 
 Explore Myst'ry River in the Caverns aboard our custom electric tour boats. 
 Explorers walk, crawl, and climb along undeveloped side passages with the 

aid of their own lights, led by our staff. 
 We demonstrate the ways and means of safe cave exploration during the 

Demonstration Hour. 
 Our underground slide show brings to view the far reaches of Bluespring 

Caverns, presenting more of the fragile beauty of the underground 
wilderness. 

 "Lights Out" in the cool 50 degree temperature of Canyon Hall. 
 "Lights On" precedes breakfast. Then return to the light of the surface at 9AM 

Facilities 
On the Surface: Limited picnic tables, open areas for organized activities. Restrooms and Visitor Center open one 
hour prior to program start time. 
Caverns: Bunks for sleeping bags, "Cave Inn" snack bar with sandwiches, snacks, soft drinks, restroom facilities 
and picnic tables. 
Nearby: Hiking trails and shelter house facilities are available at nearby Spring Mill State Park. Restaurants of all 
types are available in the area for the evening meal prior to the "Overnight Adventure". 
 
For Participants and Parents 
Bluespring Caverns "Overnight Adventure" is an experience in the natural world. For the enjoyment and safety of 
all, we insist that participants follow the directions of our staff, who will supervise each part of the experience with 
assistance from your group leaders. Rowdy behavior will not be tolerated. 
 
Our "wild tour" in an undeveloped section of the Caverns can be considered moderately strenuous and may not 
be suitable for individuals with severe handicaps or who are not in reasonably good physical condition. As in all 
adventure programs some scrapes and bruises are possible - especially when rowdy behavior or disregard for 
rules is involved. 
 
Equipment Checklist 
The following items are necessary for each person on the "Overnight Adventure" 

 Flashlight (electric light source) 
 Old clothing and boots or sneakers for wild caving plus another change of warm clothing and shoes 
 Warm sleeping bag for Bunk, small pillow. No air beds, air mattresses, cots or ground cloths.  
 Warm coat (even in Fall and Spring) 
 NO coolers, large suitcases or items not on equipment list 
 A good attitude! 

 
Basic Rules of the Cave 
1) No running or horseplay is allowed at any time in the Caverns. 
2) The Caverns are protected by Indiana Law. Nothing is to be removed or disturbed. 
3) All persons must follow instructions of Bluespring Caverns personnel and should plan on staying for the entire 
program. No "wandering" is allowed. 
4) No cooking is allowed. Candles and gas lanterns may not be used in the Caverns. Snacks are available at our 
snack bar. 
5) We expect general courtesy and a good attitude from every participant. 


